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Myth:
CentOS is dead
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Myth:
CentOS Stream is
a different project
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 Different project?

● CentOS Project
○ CentOS Linux
○ CentOS Stream
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 Different project?

● Johnny Hughes
○ Joined project in 2003 (the beginning)
○ Currently CentOS release engineering

● Fabian Arrotin
○ Joined project in 2006
○ Currently CentOS infrastructure

● Brian Stinson
○ Joined project in 2013
○ Currently RHEL lead architect
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Myth:
CentOS is too

different from RHEL
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 Legacy relationship
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 Modern relationship
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 Application Compatibility Guide
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Myth:
CentOS is a rolling release
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● rolling releases have:
○ no versions
○ no EOL dates
○ one update channel

● CentOS has:
○ major versions
○ EOL dates per version
○ separate update channels per 

version

Rolling release?
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Myth:
CentOS is bleeding edge
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● CentOS 9
○ kernel 5.14 (2021)
○ systemd 252 (2022)
○ glibc 2.34 (2021)
○ gcc 11 (2021)
○ bash 5.1 (2020)
○ rpm 4.16 (2020)
○ python 3.9 (2020)

● CentOS 10
○ kernel 6.12 (2024)
○ systemd 257 (2024)
○ glibc 2.39 (2024)
○ gcc 14 (2024)
○ bash 5.2 (2022)
○ rpm 4.19 (2023)
○ python 3.12 (2023)

Bleeding edge?
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 Bleeding edge?
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Myth:
CentOS is still an LTS
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 Still an LTS?

● Ubuntu pioneered this term as at least a 5 year lifecycle
● CentOS has a 5.5 year lifecycle
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Myth:
You can’t use

CentOS in production
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 CentOS in production?

● social media
● finance
● energy
● space exploration
● education
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Myth:
CentOS is untested
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 Untested?

● package level tests against each pull request to a package
● package level tests in RPM spec file %check sections
● RHEL gating tests run on combinations of packages
● distro level integration tests run on each compose
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Myth: 
IBM forced the

CentOS changes
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 IBM mandate?

● January 2014: Red Hat hires CentOS maintainers
● 2016-2017: planning to fix the CentOS contribution problem
● October 2018: IBM announces intent to acquire Red Hat
● July 2019: acquisition closes
● September 2019: CentOS Stream is announced
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Myth:
Greg Kurtzer (Rocky Linux) was

the original CentOS founder
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Bonus myth:
Red Hat Linux split

into Fedora and RHEL
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 RHEL/Fedora split?

● RHEL 2.1 was based on RHL 7.2
● RHEL 3 was based on RHL 9
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 RHEL/Fedora split?

● RHL 10 beta (9.0.93) was code named “Severn”
● Fedora Core 1 beta (0.94) was also code named “Severn”
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 RHEL/Fedora split?

● RHEL 4 was based on Fedora Core 3
● RHEL 5 was based on Fedora Core 6
● and so on…
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Q & A
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